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Growth No Longer Creates
Community Prosperity

Physical expansion & population growth are costly

I owe you an election report on my recent city council run in my hometown of
Colorado Springs. I wasn't sure the citizens were quite ready to embrace a
modern, sustainable economic model that recognizes perpetual growth is
impossible. But I thought I might get traction from the fact that growth is no
longer profitable. My city, like most, and like our entire nation, is in a state of
crisis. Our tax revenue is down thanks to the collapse of the housing and

consumption bubbles.

‘Growthbuster’ Gardner In councll race

seat is for four “growth addiction” and is
years. heading in a similar direc-
Gardner, 53, is tion.
native  of

Dave Gardner,
who refers to him-
sclf as the “self-

why

Council seat in
which incumbent

n in 1993.
¢ buck because
wl and

As I feared, current leaders
believe we just need to rev up
the growth engine to solve this
problem (their faith in growth
everlasting prevents them from
seeing that our growth boom of
the past two decades created
more problems than it solved).
It created costs faster than
revenues. And it didn't exactly
do wonders for our quality of
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Hooked on Growth

Our Misguided Quest for Prosperity

A non-profit documentary
project of Growthbusters™
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Unsustainable?
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more sustainable long-term solution. Renewable Enerqy Cannot

Sustain a Consumer Society
Technology won't allow us to
continue our pursuit of more

We captured much of the campaign for use in my documentary, Hooked on
Growth, so I thought I'd share some video highlights with you.

In running I sought to do an intervention - spotlighting our city’s growth
addiction and getting us into a recovery program. What is happening in
Colorado Springs is a microcosm of what’s occurring on the world stage. If we
perform a true accounting of all the costs of physical expansion and population
growth, we find these activities do not generate true prosperity.

Is Economic Recovery Even
Possible on a Planet Headed
for Environmental Collapse?

The Track to a
Steady-State Economy
From our good friends at Center
for the Advancement of the
Steady-State Economy

That’s good news, as it means we don't have to sacrifice to get unhooked from
growth addiction. We we'll be better off in every way to get on a sustainable
path of economic and population stability. This council campaign served as a
proving ground for this “good news” message, which is the message of Hooked
on Growth.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

The election was April 7, and I surprised many with a very respectable 43% of
the vote. The incumbent, with substantial growth industry funding, garnered
2,000 more votes. Does this mean the public will respond to the good news that
getting unhooked from growth will help us achieve real happiness and true
prosperity? If I'd won by a landslide we could be more certain. In my view, the
jury is still out.

- Dave
More Information:

Campaign Website
(includes endorsement video from former Colorado Governor Dick Lamm)

Anti-Growth or Pro-Community?
by Mike Swaim, 3-term mayor of Salem, OR

True Path to Community Prosperity
Interview with the candidate
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Be Listed in the Credits!

SUBSCRIBE TO E-MAIL LIST We're building a global grass roots network

of supporters - people who will ensure the
film is screened in their community. If

Email Address:
you're getting these emails directly, then .If 3,000 supporters
mUsieRy B crowtibusters tany you're already a member of the network. If like you sign up for a
this was forwarded to you, then you need recurring monthly donation
First Name; to join the cause. Either way, please tell of just $10,
Last Name: others and recruit them to the cause. That by the time our film is

released in one year

that will cover 100%
of the out-of-pocket
costs of producing
Hooked on Growth!

is the single most important thing you can
do for this project!

Thanks for your help,

Dave Gardner & All the Growthbusters
at Citizen-Powered Media

DONATE NOW. ﬂ

Citizen-Powered Media is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation producing the documentary Hooked on Growth: Our
Misguided Quest for Prosperity. Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. For more information
about the organization and the Growthbusters documentary project, visit www.growthbusters.com
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